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TODAY IN 1913

Kentucky native Dr. George W. Buckner, a former slave
who was educated in Indiana and became a physician,
was appointed to be U.S. minister to Liberia.
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Judge to toss military’s gay

US. argues jurist
oversteps powers

By Phil Willon
Los Angeles Times _

RIVERSIDE, Calif. — A federal
judge in Riverside contends the
U.S. military’s ban on openly gay
service members is unconstitu-

tional, saying Thursday the “don’t

ask, don't tell” policy violates the
First Amendment rights of lesbi-
ans and gay men.

US. District Judge Virginia
Phillips said Thursday she will is-
sue an injunction that would halt
the enforcement of the govern-

ment’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy
nationwide. ‘

Phillips says the policy doesn’t
help military readiness and in-
stead has a “direct and deleterious
effect.”

The suit filed by the Log Cabin
Republicans was the biggest legal
test of the law in recent years and
came amid promises by President
Barack Obama that he will work to
repeal the policy.

Government lawyers argued

that Phillips lacked the authority"

to issue a nationwide injunction
and Congress should decide the
policy’s fate.

The U.S. House voted in May to
repeal the policy, and the Senate is
expected to address the issue this

summer. .
“Don’t ask, don’t tell” prohibits
the military from asking about the
sexual orientation of service mem-
bers but requires discharge of
those who acknowledge being gay
or are discovered engaging in ho-
mosexual activity, even in the pri-
vacy of their own homes off base.
Log Cabin Republicans said
more than 13,500 service members
have been fired since 1994.
Attorney Dan Woods, who rep-
resents the group, contended in
closing arguments of the nonjury
trial that the policy violates gay
military members’ rights to free
speech, due process and open as-
sociation.
He also argued that the policy
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damages the military by forcing it
to reject talented people as the!
country struggles to find recruita;
in the midst of a war.

'US. Department of Justice at~
torney Paul G. Freeborne argueﬂ)
that the policy debate is politi )
and the issue should be decided by,
Congress rather than in court.

Six military officers who werg;
discharged under the policy testis,
fied during the trial. A decoratedy
Air Force officer testified that hey
was let go after his peers snooped
through his personal e-mail in
Iraq.

Lawyers also submitted re-
marks by Obama stating “don’t
ask, don’t tell” weakens national-
security.
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